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or suppressing what circumstances we please, I conceived
we must have very bad luck, or very little skill to fail.
However, some days ago in a coffee-house, looking into one
of the politic weekly papers; I found the writer had fallen
into this scheme, and I happened to light on that part,
where he was describing a person, who from small begin-
nings grew (as I remember) to be constable of France, and
had a very haughty, imperious wife.1 I took the author as
a friend to our faction, (for so with great propriety of speech
they call the Queen and ministry, almost the whole clergy,
and nine parts in ten of the kingdom)2 and I said to a
gentleman near me, that although I knew well enough what
persons the author meant, yet there were several particulars
in the husband's character, which I could not reconcile, for
that of the lady was just and adequate enough; but it seems
I mistook the whole matter, and applied all I had read to a
couple of persons, who were not at that time in the writer's
thoughts.

Now to avoid such a misfortune as this, I have been for
some time consulting Livy and Tacitus, to find out a char-
acter of a Princtps Senatus^ a Praetor Urbanus^ a Quaestor
Aerarius, a Caesari ab Epistolis^ and a Proconsul;* but
among the worst of them, I cannot discover one from
whom to draw a parallel, without doing injury to a Roman
memory : so that I am compelled to have recourse to Tully.
But this author relating facts only as an orator, I thought it

1                                       "The Medley" (Nos. 6 and 7, November 6th and I3th, 1710)con-
tains a " Story of the Marquiss D'Ancre and his Wife Galigai," from
the French of M. Le Vassor.   The Marquis is there described as "the
greatest cheat in the whole world " ; and " Galigai had the insolence
to say a thousand offensive things."   The article was intended as a
reflection on Harley and Mrs. Masham; but Swift takes it as for the
Duke and Duchess of Marlborough.  Certainly the character of Galigai
may with greater justice be applied to the Duchess.   (See " Histoire
du regne de Louis XIII. par M. Michel Le Vassor.")   Concino Con-
cini, Marechal D'Ancre, was born at Florence, and died in 1617.
[T. S.]

2                                        "The Medley" was constantly deriding this alleged proportion.

3                                      " The Observator" for December 6th remarks: " If the e Examiner;
don't find better parallels for his Princeps Senates, Praetor Urbanus,
Quaestor Aerarius, and Caesari ab Egistolis, than he has done for his
Proconsul, Roger, the gentlemen he aims at may sleep without dis-
turbance."  [T. S.]